Writing a Five Paragraph Essay


A five-paragraph essay has a simple yet very effective structure:

· Paragraph One opens with the main point of the essay: the THESIS. This is followed by three sentences that contain supporting points.

· Paragraph Two takes the first of the supporting points and repeats it as a TOPIC SENTENCE. This is followed by two or three (or more!) details, examples or pieces of evidence.

· Paragraph Three takes the second of the supporting points and repeats it as a TOPIC SENTENCE. This is followed by two or three (or more!) details, examples or pieces of evidence.

· Paragraph Four takes the third of the supporting points and repeats it as a TOPIC SENTENCE. This is followed by two or three (or more!) details, examples or pieces of evidence.

· Paragraph Five is the CONCLUSION. It restates your topic sentences, preferably in slightly different words. It finishes with a strong sentence that sums up your main point.

Planning a Five Paragraph Essay

You are going to write an essay on the topic of "Social Service for Students". 

1. Organize the following jumbled sentences to form the first paragraph. 

Follow the THESIS + Supporting Points pattern.

a. The experience would allow them to get closer to disadvantaged people, understand their needs and help them in some small way. 

b. All students in High School should be required to do social service for at least one term each year. 

c. Finally, they would probably discover that although service involves some hard work, it is also good fun and leaves one with a sense of achievement. 

d. In addition, the students would have an opportunity to interact with other students whom they would not normally meet back in school. 

2. Take the three supporting points and rewrite them slightly so that they can be used as TOPIC SENTENCES in Paragraphs 2, 3 and 4. For example, Paragraph 2: Social service with elderly or handicapped people would help students to …
3. Now look at the following notes and arrange them under your three topics/paragraphs. (Beware: three of the notes are weak ideas and should be thrown out!) 

· very rewarding when your partner makes progress, although you have to be very patient (e.g. with a mischievous child) 

· a lot of Singaporean schools do social service 

· discover that people appreciate your friendship (they enjoy just being with you for a while + chatting) 

· during normal school hours, spend nearly all time with own class, but soc. service is attended by students from a mixture of classes and grades 

· disadvantaged people all around us - we should not ignore them 

· when you work with a physically disabled person, you start to realize how many obstacles they have to face every day + how courageous & skilful they are 

· Ms Gage says that we must do social service – otherwise … expelled! 

· games, music/dance, simple art & crafts etc. involve lots of laughs 

· my big brother is an I.B. student and he has to do social service 

· bus journey is part of the whole experience - opportunity for relaxed conversation + humour

4. Write Paragraphs 1-4 in your exercise book. 
N.B. When you write Paragraphs 2-4, you must write complete sentences – not just notes! In addition, you should use linking words where appropriate – Also, In addition, For example, Finally etc.
5. Write a conclusion. Remember that this should restate your main points. However, you should try to change the wording a little. Aim to finish with a strong statement.

