TKAM Chapter Questions 

   If you are typing your answers, the work is due to turnitin.com by the evening of May 16.  You must then print a copy to use in class activities.  Papers copies of these questions are not acceptable unless the digital version has been submitted. 

Chapter 26

1. In her lesson on Hitler, Miss Gates says that “we (American people) don't believe in persecuting anyone”. What seems odd to the reader about this claim? 

2. Why is Scout puzzled by Miss Gates' disapproval of Hitler? 

3. Why does Scout's question upset Jem? Is there a simple answer, or any answer, to the question (“How can you hate Hitler an’ then turn around an be ugly about folks right at home?” 

Chapter 27

1. What three things does Bob Ewell do that alarm Aunt Alexandra? 

2. Why, according to Atticus, does Bob Ewell bear a grudge? Which people does Ewell see as his enemies, and why? 

3. What was the purpose of the Halloween pageant? What practical joke had persuaded the grown ups to have an organized event? 

Chapter 28

1. Comment on the way this chapter reminds the reader of earlier events in the novel. 

2. Why does Jem say that Boo Radley must not be at home? What is ironic about this? (Is it true? Does he really mean it? Why might it be important for him and Scout that Boo should not be at home?) 

3. Scout decides to keep her costume on while walking home. How does this affect her understanding of what happens on the way? 

4. Why had Atticus not brought a chair for the man in the corner? Who might this stranger be? 

Chapter 29

1. What causes the “shiny clean line” on the otherwise “dull wire” of Scout's costume? 

2. What explanation does Atticus give for Bob Ewell's attack? 

3. What does Heck Tate give as the reason for the attack? 

4. Do you think the sheriff's explanation or Atticus's is the more likely to be true? 

Chapter 30

1. Who does Atticus think caused Bob Ewell's death? 

2. Why does Heck Tate insist that Bob Ewell's death was self-inflicted? In what way is this partly true? 

3. Is Heck Tate right to spare Boo then publicity of an inquest? Give reasons for your answer. 

4. How does the writer handle the appearance, at the end of the story, of Boo Radley? 

Chapter 31

1. How do the events of the final chapters explain the first sentence in the whole novel? 

2. Comment on the way the writer summarizes earlier events to show their significance. 

3. How does Scout make sense of an earlier remark of Atticus's as she stands on the Radley porch? 

4. How much of a surprise is it to find what Boo Radley is really like? Has the story before this point prepared the reader for this discovery? 

5. At the end of the novel, Atticus reads to Scout. Comment on his choice of story. Does it have any connection with themes earlier in the novel and in its ending?
